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Measles is a vaccine preventable acute infectious disease that has already been eliminated on the continent of America. The aim of the European region in the next decade is the same. The only way to reach the aim is full immunization of the population.  In case, if less than 95% of population is vaccinated, the spread of measles starts. 
Georgia faced such reality. In particular, because of the weak immunization in 1990s and the not effective massive immunization campaign in 2008 (only 50% of target population), we are facing bad results. Non-immunized people are mainly in 20-40 age group, which became the target for measles to spread.
The first wave of measles outbreak in 21st century was in 2004-2005 years, when registered cases were 8391, mainly in adults and older age children, out of which 9 cases were fatal. In 2008, massive measles vaccination campaigns were held, covering half a million people in the age of 6-27, instead of a million. Next, measles large outbreak was in 2013-2015 years, when more than 11 thousand people were infected, mainly adults and children up to 5 years, from which 4 cases were fatal. As a result of taken measures, it was possible to retain the outbreak, and in 2016 the number of cases decreased to 14. 
From 2017, dissemination of measles started to increase intensively, in the middle of 2018 it was possible to stop the dissemination by held measures (By the first dose of planned vaccines 98,8% of target group were vaccinated, children aged one. By the second dose 95,5% of children aged 5. Additionally, more than 46000 people were vaccinated). From the end of 2018 we faced increase of disease spread again and as a result now we have a big outbreak that can be transformed into a full-scale epidemic with real risk of international spread.
Similar processes have evolved in European countries. In 2017, 41 000 cases were reported, including 37 deaths. Since 2016, European Union has reported 57 deaths associated with measles. 
In Georgia, from the beginning of 2019, more than 300 people were infected and 53% is in the age group of 20-40. More than 58% was hospitalized. Most of the cases are in the region of Imereti, Kakheti and Samegrelo. 
With the purpose to manage and coordinate processes, the Georgian government has already adopted the decree “Measures to prevent massive spread of measles”, which implies  to put maximum efforts to cooperate with specific agencies and local self-governments to ensure that every non-vaccinated citizen of Georgia will be vaccinated  against measles, which is fully ensured by the state. There are no other alternatives to retain this process.
In addition, there is an adequate number of supplies of high quality, highly effective and safe vaccines against Measles-Mumps-Rubella in the country, prequalified by World Health Organization, which is totally free for the population.

